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Kcl Cuni, an Albanian, arrived in Trieste from Yugoslavia on 31 August. 
lc$U in possession of a Yugoslav travel perndt valid far travel to Trieste. 
Cuni, the son of Sokol and ^uta Prenussi, was bom in Shkoder, Albania, on 
15 December 191b . A clerk, he is single ana a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. He remained in Trieste until 9 Sep tember 195U at which time he was 
taken across the CTT-Italian border by Cervignano, Italy, where 
he was placed on a train bound for Rome v . - ' 

Cuni was debriefed by C 3 during the period 31 August - 8 September 195U. 

"/ C did not take notes during the debriefing and, as is evident from 
an examination of. the. information provided, Cuni seemed to avoid giving 
any tiling but general information on. his activities dicing the la^t five 
years. tZ states that Cuni at times actually attempted to avoid cer- 
tain subjects of intelligence interest and always succeeded in. keeping the 
discussion on general topics. CL JH is a personal friend of Cuni and the 
entire debriefing yas conducted in an atmosphere of friendly discussion 
rather than an actual interrogation, which was in line with C ^ 
position and Cuni^s ties with the Italian services. ; . v 

CUrd was recruited, fcr a mission into Albania by Italian Naval ^telligence 
during tie early part of 19b9. He was one of a r^ber of Alban^fcs taken 
from Italian refugee camps and sent to the Island of Montecris to for train- 
ing in clandestine operations. None of the Albanians were* perm it ted to i-\ 
leave the Island/during the training period; however, on one occasion 
Cuni and Al\^h&J.eshanaka, another trainee, were perm ttea one short trip 
to Rome . 'Turing the traSMng period Cuni noticed a certain amount of 
political spoliation on the v/rt pf the directors of the^Bloku Kombetar 
) because Le;AKoliqi, the brother of (Pro f es sor ytr ne s t 
and Caf Bey Vlora were included in the training groiip“aI thougFT 
'it was known a priori that they would ne ycr actually take p ar t in the mi s* 
sion to Albania, feoth Koliqi and Vlora were paid even though they were 
not active. 



Approximately 20 Albanians took part in the trailing progrpfn; Cuni could 
/Only recall the name* of Alush Lleshanaka, Ze^uka, Ojoybjinaj, ojon 
Melyshi, and PaskO*etaj. Among the instructors CUni recalls Italian ~ 
Hajor De Angel! a ( lhu) who taught map- reading and was known as a veteran 
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parachutist. Both Cuni and Lloshanaka were given special training in 
radio tranemissio n. During the training period members of the group 
received pay at the rate of 30,000 lire per month which was later in- 
creased to 60, 000 lire per month . In add! tion, the group received food, 
clothing and bo a rd. The agreement with the rt^ provided that ' 

. members of the group would continue to re ceive 60, 000 lire monthly even . . 
when they were on the mission in Albania and, in case of death, the money 
would be given to the family of the deceased. 

5» Shor t].y before the^ group left for Albania an inci^nt between Cuni and 
members of the KJa (in the person of Dr. ; Jsma jL^crlaci, Professor Ernest 
Koliqi and Gjoi^arka&joju) occurred when ftirir 

whether or not the Americans were involved in the mission. Cuni had 
repeatedly been tola that the Americans were participating but since he 
had not seen any American representative during the gaining period he 
doubted Whether had knowledge of the mission. Cuni stated 

that he would not go through wi Ui It tinle ss he was assured that the American 
services were included. Matters took a turn for the worse when Verlaci 
refused to clarify the nature of American participation • Cuni goes so 
far af to s tate that the BKI considered executing him for desertion but 
Cuni was saved t^rougj^ the intervention of a high _of ficJ^^of 
Naval Intelli^ei^ (fnu ) , who informed Cuni tha t the American sen- ' 

vices were well briefed on che mission and were also included in ’ it • 

6* Before leaving for Albania, the nine raembera of Cuni's group (names not 
given) attended church services conducted by a major in the Italian 
Chaplain Corps# All of the group were members of thaxftbaan Catholic 
Church. , Presort at the church Services were Coun t^q roblo (fnu) and 
Coninandante)^}eltraae (fnu) both officials of Ttalian Haval Intelligence, 
>^6“cbmmanded the operation once it entered Albania* 



7# Each member of the group was issued cold weather clothing, a machine gun, 
a Beretta pistol, hand grenades, ooroasses, Zeiss binoculars, a Roleoc 
watch and a pup tent. The group was also given 300 gold napoleons# Tbc 
group commanded by Cuni left Rome aboard a tri-motor military airplane 
at 1635 hours on 28 December 1?B9. Count Carobio was also aboard the 
plane and he accorpanied the men as far as the Jumping -off point# The 
group Jumped at approximately 19/5 hours and landed in an area approximately 
15 kilometers northwest of KUkes, slightly cff the target area. Cum Mj&- 
self landed on a tree and spent almost two hours freeing himself. In the 
meanwhile the members of the group were scattered over the entire area 
and did not manage to regroup until 2300 hours of the same day after 
having fired a number of pistol shots to locate each other. The first 
night was spent walk Lng towards Dardhe. The first radio ccHmni cation 
with the Naval Ministry in Rome was made on 29 December 19b9. Subse- 
quently Cuni transmitted twice daily as ordered. The group was supplied 
by frequent parachute drops. Cuni recalls that on one occasion a pack- 
age was lost containing a thousand gold napoleons. 
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8. Approximately ono month after arrival in Albania one of Cuni 1 s wen, 

Nikpl (Inu), who was approximately 23 years of a^e and a f^tive of 
Bregu Mates, Albania, attempted to surrender to the U banian police. . .. 
N’lkpl left the main ^roup in an attempt to reach an Af ban ian police 
statfonbut was discos red by Cuni before he could go so . Nikpl was 
extremely nervous and stated that hVcoidd not pontinue. with the mission 
and that he wanted to turn himself in to the jigurird t. Cuni took no 
act! on agai nj t i.ikol because he felt sorry for ^ and hp forgave hi«. ; ; 

?• Contact was established with the 

and riirdita area approximately two months after Cuni 'Varrivskl in Albania. 
Among Cuni* s contacts in the resistance group was i(d^Shll aku> Shllaku 
provided valuable militaiy inf oration to Cuni Vs gr<&p, which information 
the. former received from H^I^&illaku (not related) who is presently resid- 
ing in Shkoder. In early 19^ Hil Shllaku crossed the Albanian border into 
Yugoslavia. Two months after Hil Shllaku escaped tp Yugoslavia he re- 
entered Albania on an intelligence mission for UD3 and contacted Cuni. 

, Shllaku had in his possession Yugoslav * itoar- 

•A^^^ibu.tion in Albania . Cuni was cUsapppin ted SKlJLaioi *-9- aission 
far the UUB and told him so. Shllaku replied that he had been forced to 
undertake the mission. According to Cuni, Shllaku is a very capable and 
courageous individual whose only weakness is his love of money, for which 
he Wuld risk everything. -.T •: 

10. The day before Ash Wednesday of 1^50, Curd received a radio message from 

Rome advising him that Alush Lleshanaka and his group were to be dropped 
in the vfeinity of Cuni* a are* on the next cwgr ♦ Cuni was Instructed to 
mark the landing spot by lighting four large bonfires. On Ash Wednesday 
Omi learned that Nikol had again left the : roup, this time Wth 15 gold 
napoleons, with the intention of reaching Sigurimit . Since Nikol/ knew of 
Lleshanaka 1 s arrival Cuni feared that Mlkpl would infoiti the Siguriait j 
therefore Cuni radioed Rone in an attempt to delay the drop. Since this 
was not possible, Cuni transferred the drop zone to an area near Mcnelle. 
Later Cuni learned from his infornants that Nikol had passed through the 
villages of Puka, Vaudajes and Clader, crossing the Dirin ^yer by raft 
with the help of a local villager to whoa* he paid one gold napoleon. This 
person, who was actually a Siguriait agent and was suspicious of the gold 
napoleon, rep the incident to Sigurinit which started a search of the 

area, arrested Nikol and took hiic to Tirana. Cuni is certain that Nikol 
did n^t inform the Sigurinit about the mission since there were no reper- 
cussions as a result of his arrest. According to information Cuni received 
in Yugoslavia one year ago, Nikol is still in a Tirana prison. 

11. Alush Lleshanaka’:* team arrived on Ash Wednesday with no trouble. The 
team was to operate in the Elbasan area. Cuni net Lleshanaka ape roxirately 
seven days after the latter arrived and. After a short stay with Cuni, 

/ Lleshanaka and his group left for Slbaaan. The aircraft carrying the 
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\ . Ideshar.aka . group aJso: brought, a supply 01 food which, wa:-. dropped a short 
distance away from the area 3 u; nailed by Cuni. Several of the group were 
dispatchea to recover the packages* In a fLght which ensued be twee n\ the., 
group end, police agents, two of cuni’s nen and 30 ven police agents were 
,/ kdLiied. ; \ . :T im - -v ’ ; /. *f ' ’ 

12 • : ; Lleahahaka ope ra ted in the Slbasan area and maintained radio con tac fc wl th 
v•V.• , Ro»e':.al^ost^•on/a daily basis. Approximately three montr.s oTter the arrival 
of ijeshanaka's group/ his .-.radio’.' failed end -llechanaVra personally went to 
.^basian to obtain spare parts. On the Slbasan^Puka road he net Cbnl, who' 
advised him against. go ing to Slbds.an and r.aae a rf ah cements to provide the 
. radio ©are parts.. Approx ima te ly o ne no nth later Lleshanaka was killed in 
a skirnish with Sigur imit agents tv One day -Vai ring a ponaal natrol b 7 Cuni 
in his area he., ran across a person who aibdtted belh^ a li guc Lilt informant 
on a r 4 . 3 t> 16 n to discover anti-Cocnunist activities in the roun tain areas. 
The, group decided to execute him on the spot; however, by ,soie strange 
law of the mountains (jCapupi tefc Zhikajliriit) the person was : spared af ter 
he bad sworn that he would never again enga.c In any political activity. 

Cuni is convinced that ’’the persch kept rSa ux>rxi arid never repartee the-'.’ 
rus slor* 1 ^ presence, in the zone. ;■*.■'■ 

13» In 1°50 Cuni established contact with three school teacher 3 In the vicinity 
of ?uka lor the purpose of soliciting information of an economic natupe 
from them. Cuni mentioned the name of ordy one of the teachers, . 

All three agreed to provide information. Cuni received valuable irjfpf^tipr. 
tfvich he transmitted to Rojjrf axxr wnich he later learned was printed in an 
article published by the/^rp^/ jiw In AprU<r 19$2 under the head- 

ing ’•An Inquiry on Albania.’* The he rcury Press Agency is located at 
- 2146 ^ Via , di JUpetti, Home. Its director is Ma:# iAOy^ffreouzxi and lie 

• edi tor is >U-ncr^diceT 

1U. • In 19$0 Cuni met Pasku*TSuru, an anti-Cccimunirt operating in the Xirdita 
Zone . suma, a youth of 2^yeafg, hpd been operating in that area for 
several years and was considered one of the rrost active in the resistance 
mpvesmeiit and one of the most feared by the comunists. He had Joined the 
fikht against the comunists in order to vindicate the death of his 
father and five brothers. He was said to have killed neve than 200 
cocaaunists. 3 ufu was later killed in a fight with approximately JOO 
police agents. Qu*a , s name is very popular in the Hi rdita Zone and he 
is cc.LSiiered a martyr for the anti-c<X3?nini3tic cause. 

15 . Italian radio sippert for the team was excellent. One radio message re- 
ceived from Rome, which particularly impressed Cuni# was a message from 
the Naval Ministry vhicn inforned (Mni of an incident which had occurred 
at Puka only 21* hours previous. The me ssage stated that °al Biy fclrak aj 
and seven Albanians had broken into and robbed a State Cooperative Store 
in Puka and were now proceeding to a mountain hide-out not far from Cuni. 
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v Home abAed Cuni to contact them, which Cuni managed ao* however, it 
'was not until ^proxima.teiy two months later, one to tne h fiiyrj police. . 
activity in the Mirdita zone, during tne: early part of 1951/ Cuni re- 
cqived radio coimutnic a ciona from Rome asking whether or no* he was ac- 
quainted with a; certain Albanian X rom linkoder wno at bene ed the University 
of Trieste/ received a degree in political science in 19li ;, was married 
and had one phiid ( AX 0QJ4B belie ve s the radio message referred to him) • 

Rome also inquired on the identity of an Albanian f rom ohkoder who resided 
in Trieste, thon moved to Genoa and later to Rome . TMc person* s brother 
/was a shoemaker in Shkoder (AICQ.'S believes the message refers to Kol 
Hogaj who is presently residing in New Haven, Connecticut) • . The sage cte 
sage was repeated for four days and although Cuni knew the answer he 
reported ne a lively to both que s tions . Curd still cannot guess the sig- 
nificance of the two questions as they were comoie teiy out of context and , 
apparen tly were asked for no reason/ 



1 6 • Cuni stated that today the Albanian anti--cornwiis t resistance movement can 
/ be (considered as a minor f or ce . The cccruriis ts have kept a close watch on 
even tr*e smallest nucleus of potential an ti-ccmpainls t$ and take immediate 
steps to neutralize t hen whether they are of an internal nature or infil- 
trated into Albania from anoth country. Drastic steps have bean taken 

agaiubt anyone assisting the inti -communist resistance groups; the harber- 
ing of an anti- communist is a crine punishable by immediate execution of the 
entire family of the person involved. 

17. The rain difficulty encountered by the anti-cccwunist resistance forces is 
the lack of food and arms and also the lack of support from the population 
who fear the reprisals of the corriunist authorities. Cuni estimated that 
approximately U00 persons were arrested curing the three years he was in 
Albania as a direct result of their having had contact wi th Cuni and his 
group. When Cuni arrived in Albania the resistance no *«aent in the MirdlU 
Dukagjihi area numbered over 100 persons . Today Cuni beliefs that that 
number hAs been reduced to less than 30 persons. It Is rare difficult to 
conduct clandestine activities now than it vas in 19b 9. 



13. The population is willing to support a large-scale bee ration with the Mis- 
sion of liberating Albania, but or the other hand the people are afraid 
« to support small scale, harraasing-type operations for fear of reprises. 
Cuni stated that the people want a Western liberation and, rather than be 
subject to a liberation by Tugoelavia, they prefer to remain under the 
present regine. 

1°. In 105U, in order to conbat the infiltration of Yugoslav teaats into 

Albania, the Albanian Government decided to issue arms to selected persons 
in the mountainous areas of Kalclja, Nadbe, Dukagjira arwi Kirdita. This 
move had a favorable psychological effect on the people since felt 

they were contributing towards the defense of Albania a^diwt the 
Yugoslavs. 
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20, Can! states Uwt Ms ndsaion was able to remain In Albania lor such a long 
.period due ho the following factors: ^ 

a. The support given to Cuni f s group by Pal Dib Mraka^ with his.: 
numerous faithful friends . •• 



21- 



bv;;: The large amount of money spent by the group in A^inia. As an 
example, cuni cited the case of one fanily in the vicinity of 
Ibalie >hich received more than 500 jold napoleons for selling 
food nnd clothing to the group* 

c. The obl ;.coiTa*s of the members of the group. 

d. The group* 3 hope of eventually escaping to Greece or Italy rather 
•than by way of Yugoslavia. 

e. The group operated only in the most difficult terrain in the Ibalie, , 
;/ -bardhe, * • «onedhe: .find Puka areas* 

When Oird deciced to cross the bo roe r into Yugoslavia, he sent Pal Bib 
MirakaJ to contact Ul)S in Gjakova to explain Cuni f s position and to aeterw 
nine what treatment the i ? DB would give to Cuni his group after crossing 
into Yugoslavia* Kirafraj sooke to a U)B Major iKapllarl (fnu) vdio assured 
the former that Cuni* s group would W gran ted/pol it leal a^ylua with all 
rights as political refugees. Prior to leaving Albania, Cuni told Poor 
of his decision and received pe mission to do od from Hoce with instruc- 
tions to bury the group's radio in the Konedhe lone at the «cuth ef the 
Drln River without telling the other Renters of the aission* Cuni did -.a* 
instructed, telling the others that he had destroyed the radio and thrown 
it into the river* 



22 • (hini crossed the Yugoslav border near Gjakova in y.ay or June 1951 • fie 
w accompanied by 25 armed menand four wp«en, one of . when was FArije 
/Haveriqi. In Yugoslavia, Cxmi and the .jroup were treated well but isolated 
from other Albanians for the first several months. During his confinement 
in Yugoslavia raenbers of Cuni* s group were alnost co«rieteiy fergotieh by 
the Italians and they received only a few clothing parrels from Italy* 

23* In 195?, Cuni attempted to send a report on/Ubanian activities in YUgo- 
- slavia to the Italians and selected anti- 
cqsnunlst and int in ate friend Kol MfcTfl njflpi rak a j, %tho resided in 
Roae to act as the courier* Cuni trus ted Go Jani, who was ostensibly 
a businesssian and who had lent Cuni «d others of his group acre than 
200,000 dinars* Cuni give yojani a report which the latter was to send 
to KqI Bib RibndraJcaj^ -B^eter, puai learned that the report was given 
by Go Jani to Colonel CetgOd jovic, chief of MDR Alb anian M *»»»« . 

Obviously, Oojani was a VDB infomant. Cuni was subsequently called by 
Kijovic and severely reprimanded for attempting to sneak the report out 
of Yugoslavia* 
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2 b. Cl ^Comment; Cnni did not volunteer any information on his three- 
year stay in Yugoslavia and he was not pressed on this point. 
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